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PUBLIC VIEWINGS COMING UP AT BLUE MOUNTAIN OBSERVATORY 
MISSOULA -
“American Idol” might be off the air for the summer, but you can still see the stars 
from Missoula.
The Blue Mountain Observatory, operated by The University of Montana, has six 
public observing nights left this summer, where the public can get up close with planets, 
nebulae and distant galaxies.
Observing begins about an hour after sunset and organizers recommend bringing warm 
clothes for cool evenings and a flashlight for the walk from the observatory to the parking lot.
The observatory is located on top of Blue Mountain west of Missoula at an elevation of 
6,300 feet. Astronomers will be on hand at all public viewings to talk about constellations, 
how the night sky figures into different cultures and how to find things in the heavens on all 
the nights you don’t have a giant telescope.
More information, including directions and a map to the observatory, is available 
online at http://www.physics.umt.edu/bluemountain, or by calling 243-5179. The events are 
free and open to the public.
The public observing nights are the following Fridays:
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